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Introduction 

 

Street children are minors who live and/or work on 

the streets, often without adult supervision or care 

They are a common and complex phenomenon in 

many parts of the world, particularly in developing 

countries and urban areas. 

 

Street children may be homeless or have unstable 

housing situations, and they often engage in 

activities like begging, street vending, or scavenging 

to survive. They may also be involved in criminal 

activities, such as theft or drug trafficking. Street 

children are often subject to abuse, violence, and 

exploitation, including by adults who take 

advantage of their vulnerability. 

 

There are many reasons why children end up on the 

streets, including poverty, family breakdown, abuse 
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 and neglect, and displacement due to conflict or 

natural disasters. In some cases, children may 

choose to leave their homes due to difficult family 

situations or because they feel that life on the 

streets offers more freedom and opportunities than 

their home environment. 

 

Addressing the issue of street children requires a 

multifaceted approach that includes providing basic 

needs like food, shelter, and healthcare, as well as 

education and opportunities for vocational training 

and employment. It also involves addressing the 

root causes of family breakdown and poverty, as 

well as protecting children from exploitation and 

abuse. Many organizations around the world are 

working to support street children and find 

solutions to this complex issue 
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Concept and its causes 

 

Street children are a phenomenon that refers to 

children who spend a significant amount of time 

living and working on the streets. These children are 

often homeless or come from impoverished 

families, and they may engage in various forms of 

labor or begging to survive. They are exposed to a 

range of risks and hazards, including violence, 

substance abuse, and exploitation 

 

The phenomenon of street children is a complex 

and multifaceted issue that has been widely studied 

by social scientists, policymakers, and advocates. 

 It is often seen as a symptom of broader social 

problems, such as poverty, inequality, and 

inadequate social services. The causes of street 

children are varied and include factors such as 
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 family breakdown, economic hardship, conflict, and 

natural disasters 

Street children can be found in many parts of the 

world, but the issue is particularly acute in 

developing countries. Estimates of the number of 

street children worldwide are difficult to obtain, but 

some estimates suggest that there may be tens of 

millions of street children worldwide 

 

Efforts to address the phenomenon of street 

children have focused on a range of strategies, 

including providing shelter and support services, 

improving access to education and healthcare, and 

addressing the root causes of poverty and 

inequality. However, the issue remains a significant 

challenge, and much more needs to be done to 
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 Ensure that all children have access to the 

resources and opportunities they need to thrive 

The phenomenon of street children can have 

multiple causes, which can vary depending on the 

specific context and location. Some of the common 

reasons for street children are: 

 

1- Poverty: One of the primary reasons for street 

children is poverty. Poor families may not have the 

resources to provide their children with basic 

necessities such as food, shelter, and education. 

 As a result, some children are forced to leave their 

homes and live on the streets. 

 

2-Family breakdown: Family breakdown, such as 

divorce or death of a parent, can also contribute to 

the phenomenon of street children. Children may 

be abandoned by their families or forced to leave 

due to abuse or neglect. 
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3-Conflict and displacement: Conflict, war, and 

displacement can also lead to an increase in the 

number of street children. In areas affected by 

conflict or natural disasters, children may be 

separated from their families or lose their homes, 

leaving them vulnerable to living on the street 

4-Lack of access to education: In some cases, 

children may be forced to leave home due to a lack 

of access to education. Without education, they 

may not have the opportunity to improve their 

situation and may resort to living on the streets. 

 

5-Drug addiction: Substance abuse can also be a 

contributing factor to the phenomenon of street 

children. Children who become addicted to drugs 

may leave home to escape family pressure or to 

support their addiction. 

 

Overall, the phenomenon of street children is a 

complex issue with multiple causes. Addressing  
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These underlying factors requires a comprehensive 

approach that addresses poverty, family support, 

education, and other social factors 

 

Some names of street children 

As an AI language model, I do not have access to 

personal information and I cannot provide you with 

the names of street children. It is important to 

respect the privacy and dignity of individuals, 

including vulnerable populations such as street 

children. Instead, I can provide information on how 

to support organizations and initiatives that work 

towards improving the lives of street children 

 

The needs of street children 

Street children have a range of needs that are often 

not met due to their precarious living conditions. 

Some of these needs include 
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1-Basic Needs: Street children often lack access to 

basic necessities such as food, clean water, shelter, 

 

 And clothing. They may also lack access to basic 

healthcare 

2-Basic Needs: Street children often lack access to 

basic necessities such as food, clean water, shelter, 

and clothing. They may also lack access to basic 

healthcare. 

 

3-Education: Many street children do not have 

access to formal education, leaving them without 

the skills and knowledge to improve their lives. 

 

4-Safety and Security: Street children are often at 

risk of violence, abuse, and exploitation. They may 

also lack protection from the elements, such as 

extreme weather conditions. 
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5-Emotional Support: Street children may have 

experienced traumatic events and may require 

emotional support and counseling to heal from 

their experiences. 

 

6-Legal Support: Street children may face legal 

issues, such as arrest and detention, and may 

require support from legal professionals. 

 

7-Social Integration: Street children often feel 

isolated from society and may require support to 

reintegrate into their communities 

Meeting these needs requires a comprehensive 

approach that involves government agencies, 

NGOs, and the wider community. This approach 

should focus on providing basic necessities, 

education, safety, emotional support, legal support, 

and social integration, while also addressing the 
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 Root causes of street children's situations, such as 

poverty, family breakdown, and social exclusion 

 

Characteristics of street children 

Street children are a highly diverse and 

heterogeneous group, and their characteristics can 

vary depending on factors such as their age, gender, 

ethnicity, and the specific context in which they live. 

However, some common characteristics of street 

children include 

1-Lack of a stable home or family: Street children 

often come from broken families, have been 

abandoned, or have fled abusive or neglectful 

households 

2-Lack of a stable home or family: Street children 

often come from broken families, have been 

abandoned, or have fled abusive or neglectful 

households. 
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2-Lack of access to education: Street children 

typically lack access to formal education and may be 

illiterate or have limited educational opportunities. 

 

3-Involvement in informal labor: Many street 

children engage in informal labor, such as begging, 

street vending, scavenging, or working in 

exploitative or hazardous conditions. 

 

4-Exposure to violence, abuse, and exploitation: 

Street children are often subjected to violence, 

abuse, and exploitation, including physical and 

sexual abuse, trafficking, and forced labor. 

 

5-Lack of access to basic services: Street children 

often lack access to basic services such as 

healthcare, sanitation, and clean water. 
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6-Substance abuse: Street children may turn to 

substance abuse as a way of coping with their 

difficult circumstances. 

7-Social exclusion: Street children are often 

stigmatized and excluded from mainstream society, 

which can lead to further marginalization and social 

isolation.  

It is important to note that these characteristics are 

not universal, and that the experiences of individual 

street children can vary widely. Additionally, some 

children may spend only a short period of time on 

the streets before returning to a stable home 

environment, while others may spend years or even 

their entire childhoods living on the streets. 

 

Reasons for the spread of the 

phenomenon of street children 

The phenomenon of street children, which refers to 

children who live and/or work on the streets, is a 
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 Complex issue that has multiple causes. Some of 

the factors that contribute to the spread of this 

phenomenon include: 

 

1-Poverty: Poverty is one of the primary drivers of 

the street children phenomenon. Families living in 

poverty may not be able to provide basic necessities 

such as food, shelter, and education for their 

children, which may force children to leave home 

and live on the streets. 

 

2-Family breakdown: Family breakdown, including 

divorce, abandonment, and death, can also 

contribute to the spread of street children. 

 Children who have lost one or both parents may be 

forced to leave home and fend for themselves on 

the streets. 
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3-Urbanization: The rapid growth of urban areas, 

particularly in developing countries, can also lead to 

the spread of street children. As more people move 

to urban areas, there may be a lack of basic services 

and resources, which can make it difficult for 

families to provide for their children. 

4-Conflict and displacement: Conflict and 

displacement can also contribute to the spread of 

street children. Children who are forced to flee their 

homes due to conflict or natural disasters may end 

up on the streets as they try to survive. 

 

5-Lack of access to education: Children who are not 

able to attend school may be at risk of becoming 

street children. Without access to education, 

children may not have the skills or knowledge 

needed to secure a job or support themselves. 

 

6-Exploitation: Street children are often vulnerable 

to exploitation, including child labor, trafficking, and 
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 Sexual exploitation. These forms of exploitation can 

trap children in a cycle of poverty and make it 

difficult for them to escape life on the streets 

These are just some of the many factors that can 

contribute to the spread of the street children 

phenomenon. Addressing this issue requires a 

multi-faceted approach that addresses the root 

causes of the problem, as well as providing support 

and resources for children who are already living on 

the streets 

 

The dangers to which street children are exposed 

Street children are exposed to a wide range of 

dangers due to their vulnerable living conditions. 

Some of the dangers that street children face 

include: 
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1-Physical abuse: Street children are often 

subjected to physical abuse and violence by adults, 

other children, and even law enforcement officials. 

 

2-Sexual abuse: Street children, especially girls, are 

at high risk of sexual abuse and exploitation. They 

may be forced into prostitution or be subjected to 

sexual violence. 

 

3-Drug and alcohol abuse: Street children may turn 

to drugs and alcohol as a way of coping with their 

harsh living conditions. This can lead to addiction 

and other health problems. 

 

4-Malnutrition and poor health: Street children 

often lack access to basic necessities like food, clean 

water, and healthcare, leading to malnutrition and 

poor health. 
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5-Homelessness and exposure to the elements: 

Street children lack a safe and secure place to sleep 

and are often exposed to harsh weather conditions 

6-Lack of education: Street children are often 

denied access to education, which can limit their 

future opportunities and perpetuate the cycle of 

poverty. 

 

7-Exploitation and child labor: Street children may 

be forced into child labor and exploited for cheap 

labor. 

 

Overall, the dangers faced by street children are 

numerous and often interrelated. Addressing these 

issues requires a multifaceted approach that 

addresses not only the immediate needs of street 

children but also the underlying social, economic, 

and political factors that contribute to their 

vulnerability 
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Treating street children requires a comprehensive 

approach that addresses their physical, emotional, 

and social needs. The following are some important 

means of treating street children: 

 

1-Providing shelter: One of the first steps in treating 

street children is to provide them with safe shelter. 

This can be done through the establishment of 

shelters or homes for street children. 

 

2-Basic needs: Street children often lack access to 

basic needs such as food, water, and healthcare. 

Providing these basic needs is crucial in treating 

street children. 

 

3-Education: Education is a key factor in breaking 

the cycle of poverty and providing street children 

with opportunities for the future. Establishing 

schools or providing access to education can make a 

big difference in the lives of street children. 
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4-Rehabilitation: Many street children have been 

exposed to drugs and other forms of abuse. 

Rehabilitation programs can help them overcome 

addiction and rebuild their lives. 

 

5-Counseling: Street children often suffer from 

emotional trauma due to their experiences on the 

street. Counseling and therapy can help them 

address these issues and develop coping 

mechanisms. 

6-Community support: Street children need the 

support of the larger community to fully recover 

and reintegrate into society. Community programs 

can help provide this support and create a more 

inclusive environment for street children. 

It is important to note that treating street children 

requires a long-term commitment and a sustained 

effort from all stakeholders, including governments, 

NGOs, and the community 
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